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I. ET T R 


10 THE 


AUTHOR, &c. 


HAVE carefully looked over 
your Book, bride, Chriſtianity as 
old as the Creation, to know what 
you had ſaid againſt the Religion 
which is publickly profeſſed, and to 
examine your Arguments, 

But as the Execution of my Deſign is made 
needleſs, by the Labours of thoſe Learned Men, 
who have honoured your Book with their curious 
Remarks, I will only prefent you with my Ex- 
ceptions to Two or Three Articles. 

In Page 345 you have theſe Words: Injoy- 
„ ing a Woman, or luſting after her, cannot be 
« ſaid, without conſidering Circumſtances, to be 
1 either good or evil: That warm Deſire, which 
« 1s implanted in human Nature, cannot be cri- 
„ minal, when purſued after ſuch a Manner, as 
= © trends moſt to promote the Happineſs of the 
Parties, and to propagate the Species“. Your 
= ldeas are not very clear and diſtinct 3 but, as I 
underſtand your Words, * Opinion is, That 

A 


2 PFornication 


[4] 
Fornication is not Immoral, contrary to the Law 


of Nature. 
Dangerous Opinion ! ruinous Practice! Is this 


the Morality you * to cultivate? Is this 5 


your natural Religion? Yur warm Deſires have 
weakned your Underſtanding, and led you from 
Tu. 
In Oppoſition to this dirty Suggeſtion, I ſhall 
endeavour to prove Fornication vicious Practice, 
groſs Immorality, inconſiſtent with moral De- 
cency, Fitneſs, and Order. 

The true Way to know what 8 are mo- 
ral, and what are immoral, is (as you rightly ob- 
ſerve ) to conſider the natural Tendency of things ; 


it is the Tendency of Doings that makes theſe 5 


either good or bad. Thoſe which tend to pro- 
mote human Happineſs, are always good; and 
thoſe which have a contrary Tendency are always 
bad. This is your own Rule: T have no Excep- 
tions to this way of Reaſoning : Let our Diffe- 
rences be tried by it. 
The certain Tendency of this Vice to make 
Men altogether unhappy, is evident in thoſe Diſ- 
turbances and Confuſions, Indecencies and Riots, 
it naturally introduces into civil Societies. All 
this is manifeſt in thoſe Reflect ions we make up- 
on the Conſequences of our Actions; No Houſe, 
no Place, no Nation ever has, or ever can enjoy 

Satisfaction and Quiet where it comes; it is diſ- 
orderly and immoral altogether : Wherefore it 
has been reſtrained, diſcouraged, and puniſhed 
by Pagans, Jews, and SY by all civil 
Societies. 

As Fornication has a certain Tendency to diſ- 
order Society, and to make Men unhappy, it 
muſt conſequently be a very bad, a moſt im- 


moral Action; as all thoſe human Attjons are im- 


moral and bad, which naturally tend to make 
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ES] 
Men unhappy : This is the Judgement of your 
own Rule, it 1s juſt and good ; the Conſtitution 
of Things which came from the God of Nature 
has ordered it fo, and it cannot be otherwiſe. 

2. Another Way to know, whether Fornica- 
tion is immoral, is, to conſult our Minds how we 
like and approve it, when our Friends, our Re- 
lations, and our own Families are concerned : I 
dare ſay it is univerſally diſliked, and condemned 
in this view by all Men, even by thoſe who are 
intemperate in this warm. Deſire, and riot in this 
Diſorder. All humam Nature is in Reſentment, 
and every one condemns the Thing which does 
ſo much Miſchief, when Relations, when Children, 
when our Houſes are invaded and injured. 

ThisJudgement of our Minds muſt be grounded 
on the Agreement of common Reaſon, ſeeing and 
owning the Force of the Evidence upon which it 
is formed : The injury Fornication does to So- 
ciety, and its Members, is ſo open, ſo flagrant, 
that the Man who diſſents in his Judgement mult 
have loſt his Senſes, muſt have put off human 
Nature, muſt have abandoned his Reaſon. 

By what we feel within our ſelves when this 
Vice comes Home to us, with its natural Indecen- 
cies, Diſorders, and Injuries, we may be ſenſible of 
that vaſt Concern, Uneaſineſs, and Unhappineſs it 
muſt give to others. Human Nature is caſt in 
the ſame Mould, has a ſimilar Concern and Paſ- 
ſion for the Welfare and Felicity of its Friends 
and Relations, and will fret and grieve when theſe 
are injured. And the Mind of Man will form a 


like Judgement of Things and Actions, upon 
the ſame Evidences, when theſe are natural and 


clear, adapted tro our common Apprehenſions, 
as all the Evidences in this, and in all other moral 
Caſes are. The Notoriety of the Injury Fornica- 
tion does, and its Tendency to make Men un- 


> 


[6] 


happy, is obvious : Every one may ſee it, and 3 


underſtand it, if he will; and every one does ſee 


it, underſtand it, and reſent it, when any Perſon 


| who is near to him is concerned. 


And now as every individual Perſon has Friends | 4 


and Relations, who have a natural Intereſt .and 
Concern in him, common Fuſtice directs us to avoid 
this Vice that does an Izjury to the Party who 
ſuffers, and to all his Friends and Relations, who 


have a natural Intereſt in his Character. And 


the general Rule of moral Agency, which directs 
us, Not to do to others, what we do not like others 


Should do to us in parallel Caſes, calls upon us, not 
to make others uneaſy or unhappy, by purſuing Mk 


thoſe Ways we diſlike and condemn in them. 
It is certainly very unreaſonable and unjuſt, for 


us to do that in reſpect of others, which we judge 


unreaſonable and unjuſt, when done by others in 


reſpe& to us. Every Tranſgreſſor in this way is 


condemned by the Judgement of his own Mind, by 


natural Fuſtice, and by the common Voice of Man- 


kind. 


If we could perſuade ourſelves to attend to 


this natural Way of thinking and reaſoning, we 


ſhould be much better than we are. Every one | 


may ſee the Force of theſe Reflections, who will 
honeſtly uſe thoſe Faculties of diſcerning he has. 


Slight Attention will diſcover the Fitneſs, and Un- 


fitneſs, the Decency, and Indecency of human Ac- 
trons. _ | =, 


All the Ways of Chaſtity are peaceable, plea- W 


ſant, and beautiful; Fitneſs, Conveniency, and 
Order attend. it on every Side: Whereas all the 


Paths of irregular Luſt, are rough, unquiet, and 


diſorderly ; Bitterneſs, Clamour, Wrath, Immo- 


deſty and Trouble are in all its Ways. Theſe are 


natural Fruits ; theſe Evidences are viſible. 
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For as the Law of Nature was the ſtanding 
Law by which God governed all his Subjects, be- 
fore the Ages of Divine Revelation; the Notices 
of this Law muſt be univerſal, and its Directions 
clear and intelligible, accommodated to the natu- 
ral Apprehenſions of all thoſe who were to be 
governed and inſtructed by it; becauſe a Law 
which is not known, and cannot be underſtood 
by an honeſt Application of our Underſtanding, 
! cannot be a Rule to thoſe who do not know, 
and cannot underſtand its meaning. The Nature 
of a Law ſuppoſes, and requires Notoriety and 
t Perſpicuity in its Terms, and Abilities, natural or 
g auxiliary, in thoſe to whom it is given for a 
. © Rule, to execute all it requires them to do: So 
& conſequently the Notices of the Law of Nature, 
which was deſigned by God to be an univerſal 
Rule of the Moral Life to all his Subjects, muſt 
be common, and its Meaning clear and intelligi- 
ble, proper to inſtruct, and direct the various 
Underſtandings of Men in their Duties. An ele- 
gant Writer (4) thus deſcribes the univerſal No- 
toriety of this Law, There is no Speech nor Lan- 
uage where its Voice is not heard, Its Line is gone 
out through all the Earth, and its Words unto the 
End of tbe World. YEA. 
As the Notices of the Law of Nature were u- 
niverſal, and its Directions clear and intelligible, 
every voluntary Tranſgreſſion of this Law muſt 
conſequently be inexcuſable, becauſe all Men knew, 
or might have known, its Obligation, by an ho- 
neſt Uſe of their natural A bilities. To under- 
ſtand the Obligations of Morality, Men do not 
want Underſtanding, but a Will, an honeſt Reflection 
upon what lies before them in the natural Order 
and Conſtitution of Things, 


IJ Tn I oe Td os el. 7 g 55 N 2 = 
Sh bs : CLIC ” 4 S ˙ . 14 . ; SSI 2 e 0 i 
ee ; $f . : =o * 


5 
3 * 14 


62 ſal, xix, 37 4. 6 
3. I have 


> 


3. I have one Argument more to leave with 
you, upon the Immorality of Fornication : 1 
promiſe it Succeſs, becauſe it is grounded on your 
own way of thinking and reaſoning. The Deſign 
of your Book, is, To prove the Text of Mora- 
lity unalcerable, Pagan Morality and Chriſtian 
Morality to be the ſame ; thar only differs in the 
manner of the Diſcovery. | | 

I have no Exceptions to this way of thinking, 
Provided I may add, That Chriſtianity gives 
better Encouragements to Practice: In this we have 
a manifeſt Advantage. 

As Pagan Morality, and Chriſtian Morality, 
and all Morality is the ſame, what one true Text 
of Morality condemns, the other muſt alſo do fo. 

The Chriſtian Writers call Fornication The Work 
of the Fleſh (b), Corruption through Luſt (c); 
And in Oppoſition to it, they call Chaſtiry Sancti- 


fication (d), The Divine Nature (e), Holineſs (), 


And the new Man, which after God, is created in 
Righteouſneſs. All Chriſtianity proclaims this Doc- 
trine ; its Holy Writers are frequently upon the 
Argument. Thoſe good Men knew the Weakneſs 
of human Nature, and therefore they ſet a dou- 
ble Guard upon theſe warm Deſires, and are moſt 
affectionate 1n their Calls to take care here. 

As Fornication is ſo plainly condemned by the 


Chriſtian Writers, it muſt conſequently be con- 


demned by all true Morality, becauſe the Text 
of Morality is unalterable ; and Chriſtian Mora» 
lity, and the Law of Nature are one Morality. 
Morality is one unalterable Law, a Conſtitu- 
tion flowing from God; it is the Voice of God, 
which is heard every where ; it is right Reaſon, 


(4) 1 Thel. 
and 


(30 Gal. v. 19. (e, & 6.) 2 Pet. i. 4. 
iv. 4. ( Eph. Iv. 24, 
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F 93: 


and right Reaſon muſt be eternally right Reaſon, 


and cannot be otherwiſe. 


W called in Chriſtian Writers, to prove Chaſtity a 
Moral Virtue, in Oppoſition to Fornication. I 


ſtands low in your Account: But it is certain 
1 whatever you may think of their Inſpiration ), 
Bw were good Moraliſts, and deſerve to be high- 
ly eſteemed for their Labours upon this Subject. 
3 But now as all the Inclinations, Propenſions, 
and Paſſions of Nature were implanted in our 
J Confticurion by the wiſe and good Author of our 
Being, to ſerve the great Deſigns of his Creation; 
and will be uſeful to us as long as we ſtay here: 
e which is God's Law, (give me leave to 
E uſe the Words of an excellent Writer) “ does 
p not pretend to extinguiſh our tender Paſſions, 
or cancel one Part of our Nature; it only bids 
us not to indulge them againſt Reaſon and 
8 |* Truth; not give up the Man to humour the 
„ Brute ; nor hurt others to pleaſe ourſelves ; to 
divert our Inclinations by Buſineſs, or ſome 
» honeſt Amuſement, till we can gratify them 
8 * lawfully, conveniently, regularly; and even then 
a to participate of the Myſteries of Love with 
8 Modeſty”. So far che Author of the Religion 
„ Nature. p. 180. 
„ Chaltity is a natural, a moral, and a Chriſtian | 
Virtue 3 it is decent, ſocial. and elegant; All 
ler Ways are Ways of Pleſantneſs, and all ber Paths 
ve Peace. But it does not oblige us to pull up 
te Tendencies of human Nature by the Root, 
Wir to extinguiſh our Affections; but it only di- 
ects us to reform what is exorbitant, and unna- 
Jural in theſe : To keep our natural Propenſions 
= 0 to Reaſon : + To * the Domi- 
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In my Management of this Argument, I have 


am ſenſible the Credit of theſe excellent Men 
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110 
nion of our Minds; and to keep the Man in the 
Throne. 5 FLO 
The Deſign of the Law of Nature, is, To 
keep the whole Man in good Order; to prevent 
his being uneven, and irregular in any Parr ; and 
to preſeve the Dominion over his whole Self. E- 
very rational Man is a Prince, who has man 
uſeful and excellent Subjects to command, all his 
natural Appetites, all his Propenſions, all his 
Paſſions, his whole ſelf. When a Man command 
his whole ſelf, he is uniform within and without: 
No Rebellion difturbs his Dominion, no Subject is 
out of his Place, no Servant is in an improper 
Office; all is Unity and Concord; every thing 
amicably conſpires to make him great, eaſy, 
happy: His Reaſon fits in the Steerage, and fafe- 
ly pilots the weak Veſſel, through the various 
Storms of Life, to the Haven of Eternal Reft, 
where his God, and his Reafon, will be all in all 
for evermore. | * 
| Theſe are my Proofs of the Immorality of 
Fornication : One would think when theſe have 
been quietly conſidered, no rational Man can 
think otherwiſe. I 
As the Deſign of this Letter is to open the 
Iinmorality of Fornication, a larger Improvement 
of this Argument may be uſeful in theſe licenti- 
ous Days: Therefore I will go on to conſider , 
what can be pleaded againſt what I have faid, 
From the univerſal Practice and Allowance of this, 
Vice among the Gentiles ; From the Legiſlative To 
leration of Civil Government: And from the mu 
tual Conſent of Parties. | 5 Y 
Some ſober Perſons are, and have been of OM 
inion, That Fornication was not a Sin unde 
the Law of Nature, nor diſpleaſing to God be 
fore Chriſtianity, becauſe it was univerſally prac 
: tiſec 
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tiſed anohg the Gentiles, who were guided by 

the Law of Nature in their Morals. © + 
It muſt be confeſſed that the Morals of the 

Gentiles. were very corrupt, when Chriſtianity 

began the Reformation of the World: Their 

own Writers make heavy Complaints; and good 


Paul tells us, They had given themſelves ver unto 


Laſcivionſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedi- 


eſs. (8). 


The Remark I leave upon this corrupt Prac- 
tice, is, That the notorious wicked Lives f Men, is 
a full Proof, that the World was then very bad ; 
That the Eaw of Reaſon was neglected 3. and 
that Men were generally conducted by their Paſ- 
ſions and Luſts; but this is no Proof that the 


Law of Nature did not teach them better; ot did 


allow this Practice. | 1 2 8 
As the Law of Nature was the Law of God, 

the moral Perfections of the Legiſlator. tell us, 

That the whole Law was Holy, and alt its Com- 


mandments juſt and good, able to make all thoſe 


People wiſe unto Salvation, to whom it was given 
by God for a Rule of Life. ih 
yz as to deliver our 
Nature; our Underſtanding, our Reaſon; from 
that Prejudice and Byafs, our inordinate Lufts 
and Paſſions give us, we thould clearly appre- 
hend the Rraſonableneß and Fitneſs of the whole 
mordl Law. A rational Matr may fee and under - 
ſtand the Obligation, wherever he is: It is writ- 
ren in the WHole Creation; in the unalterable Na- 
ture of Things; It is in the Frame of our Being 3 
It is Reaſon, right Reaſon: Aud Reaſon muſt, 
and will always be, the Rule of a rational Being, 
will be everlaſtingly fit for him to do, and can- 


(s) Eph. iv. 3. 5 
41 | not 


B 2 
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not be otherwiſe: Man is then only like himſelf 
when he follows Reaſon. 
Moral Order, Uſefulneſs, and Fickoſs. is as 
elegant, as conſpicuous 3 as affecting, as natural. 
All its ways are naturally agreeable and pleaſant : 
A rational Being cannoc poſſibly be happy in any 
ur Situation. An honeſt: Uſe of thoſe diſcern- 
| Faculties we have, will diſcover the true 
Text of Morality, and our Obligation to Prac- 
tice, provided we exert our ſelves in a proper 
Way, and fairly attend to our Experience, and to 
the Judgement of our own Minds. 

But Man has been corrupt a great while; he 
ſeldom. conſults his Reaſon and Reflections, in con- 
ducting Life; he is fadly influenced by his 
Lufts, by: his Paſſions, and by a ſervile Imitation 
of bad Examples in forming his Judgement: Hence 
it is, that rational Creatures, that Men, rational 
Beings, do oft ſuch Things which are not fit for 
them to do, and are inconſiſtent with themſelves, 
with Reaſon altogether. 

But, to act in this diſorderly . and 

« to ſubmit Reaſon to our ſenſitive Inclinations 
and Paſſions, is to deny either that we are ra- 
tional, or that Reaſon is the ſupreme and 
«* ruling Faculty in our Nature: This is to de- 
« ſert Mankind, aud to deny our ſelves to be 
what we know our ſelves by Experience to be, 
and what we ſhould: be. very angry if any body 
« ſhould ſay we werenot” (4). 

This is my Account of the groſs Immorality 
of che Pagans: They were very wicked, but the 
Lato of Nature taught them to do better, did not 
eeunterance theſe Vices; But their Appetites, their 
Paſſions, their warm Deſires would not let them 


(5) Religion of Nature delineated, p. 170. 8 8 
3 |  hearken 
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Friends, to 
Parties have a natural or ſocial Intereſt in us, It 
muſt conſequently do an Injury to ſome, or to all 
of theſe, to diſpoſe of our ſelves in that manner, 
5 vithout their Conſent, which we cannot but know 


131 


hearken to its Voice, when it charmed moſt ſweetly, 
when it might be heard in all the World. The 
World was mighty bad, but the Law of Nature 


vas very good. Chriſtians are exceeding wicked, 
but Chriſtianity is holy, the more excellent Way. 


The Fault was not in the Law, but in the Ab- 
plication of the Law : Not in the directing Rule, 
but in the Vill of Man in his Abuſe of the 


© Rule. The Law of Nature did not countenance 


Fornication; but Men were led into Captivity by 
their Paſſions, were enſlaved by their own Ser- 
vants 3 ignominious Servitude! 

2. I muſt now conſider, whectap the free Con- 


ſent of the Parties, and their undigeſted Views of 
© Happineſs, does diſcharge the Immorality of For- 
= nication. When there is a Pair of willing Minds, 


without any previous criminal Inducements, (if 


= we can ſuppoſe ſuch a Caſe) no direct Injuſtice 


can be done to either Side, becauſe what has 
been done, has been done with mutual Conſent, 
and no Injury can be done to a willing Mind. 
But this Caſe is imaginary altogether, and is not 
in Nature. For no individual is abſolutely free 


and independent; and as no one is independent, 


no one can have a Right to diſpoſe of himſelf, 
without the previous free Conſent of all Parties, 
who have an Intereſt in him; And though no 
Injury can be done direcily to willing Minds, 
there is a flagrant Injury done to all thoſe Parties, 
whoſe Conſent has not been had, who have a natu- 


ral, or a ſocial Right in us. 


The Injury Fornication does to Relations, to 
Nag ſtill remains: As all theſe 


Will 
4 


[14] 


will give chem Diſqnizt, Sorrow, and Unhapp;. 


neſs; and for the doing of which thing their 
Conſent cannot be expected, till Men have uni- 
verfally abandoned common Reaſon, and have 
deſerted all Concern for moral Decency and Qr- 
der. Every Member of Society has a natural Ob- 
ligation upon him, to do no Injury to any one 
of his Brethren and Companions z and to give 
all Diligence to propagates ſocial Decency and 
 Franquillity, univerſal Juſtice, Benevolence and 


Philanthropy. Man muſt not only view his own 
Happineſs in his Doings, but alſo the Happineſs of 
all other People, according to that natural, or 


civil Relation he has to Society: And he is im- 
moral, when he is knowingly, or willingly defi- 
cient in theſe Relative Duties; he does an In- 
jury, Injuſtice, to the Society, when he diſturbs 
any of its Members, who has a focial Right. to 
the Relative Duties. 1 1 

And beſides all this; 4s we are the Servants 
and Creatures of God, and: our Bodies, our Souls, 
and whole felf are bis; it muſt be ati Injury to 


our Creator, to diſpoſe of his Property, without 


his Conſeat, - in that mariner he has forbidden. 
That Right Man has in himſelf, is ſabordinate 
to the ſuperiour Night of his Creator, and muft 
be uſed and ezereifed in that manner he allows, 
and in no other: And ſo conſequently,” when 


Man, any Man, the greateſt Man, doth what his 
Creator does not allow him to do, upon the 
Pretenſion of a natural Right; he rebells againſt 
the /upreme Authority of his Greator,, and becomes 


a Criminal, obnoxious to the Judgement: of bis Eaw ; 
he acts upon falſe Principles, upon a ſubvrdindit 


e. 


r 


Right, in Contradiction to an abſolute fiperiour 


Right, io the Right God has in all his Servants. 
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Reaſon; and right Reaſon muſt be the unalte- 


of the natural Innocence of Fornication. 
1 have faid enough to remove all Object ions out 
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2. The other Argument, which is offered, to 


take off the Immorality of Fornication, is, The 
© Toleration of the Law of the State. 


This is the 
ſtrongeſt Objection: Something may be ſaid 


hbere that is popular and lively by a warm In- 
vention. 
1 Objection, That no Injury can be done to Society, 


We muſt own in our Anſwers to this 


when its Law is not tranſgreſſed: The Conſent 


of the Society is given in the tolerating Law. 


But, after all is ſaid, the tolerating Law does noet 
alter the natural Immorality of the Action; this 

ſtands as it was before : Levillative Toleration does 
not, and cannot, alter the Nature of Morals, nor 


E extinguiſh natural 7 urpitude, which is Unchangea- 


ble, flxwing from the original Conſiuution of Things, 
All it does, or can do, 1s, to exempt the Of- 
fender againſt the eternal Law of Reaſon, from 
political Diſcouragements and Pains. The Forni- 
cator is ſtill a Criminal in the Eye of the Law of 
Nature, and accountable to God, whoſe own Law 
That is, for his voluntary T1 ranſoreſſ ions of it: And 
the Toletation of the State will not be admitted 
in Bar to the Proceſs of the Judgement of God. 

The L.aw of Nature is the Law 7 God, and will 
be always fit for a rational Being 10 40, and can 
never be otherwiſe, under any Circumſtance. It is 


rable Rule of a rational Being. I is Reaſon, and. 
acting rationally, that" makes Man, that allies him 
to his God, and diſtinguiſhes him from lower Beings. 

J have thus confidered' what is ſaid im Defence 
I think 


of my way. But before I can diſmiſs this Sub- 
ject, it will be proper to take Notice of a ſtrong 
Sentence in Cicero, where he is thought to ſpeak 
in favour of this Vice. The whole — is 
This, 


[ 16 ] 

this, in his Oration pro Celio, —— Si quis eſt, 
gui etiam meretriciis amoribus interdigtum juventuti 
putet, eſt ille quidem valde ſeverns, negare non poſ- 
fum : ſed abborret non modo ab hujus ſeculi licentid, 
verum etiam d majorum conſuetudine, atque conceſſis, 
Quando enim hoc non factum eſt? Quando repreben- 
fum? Quando non pes miſſum? Quando denique 
fuit, ut, quod licet non liceret ? 


Our Orator pleads ſtrongly in theſe Words for 


his Client, who was indicted for Fornication, and 


faith all he could in his flowing Eloquence to 


excuſe his Man ; but he does nor give us his 
own Thoughts upon the Fact. It was not, and 
is not, the Manner of Advocates, to ſet forrh in 


their publick Pleadings, what they think of the 
Cauſe, but what will be moſt likely to quaſh. 
the Information. When we have conſidered the 


Character of Cicero, who ſpoke theſe Words, we 
ſhall have abundant Reaſon to diſmiſs the Accu- 
fation which is brought againſt his Morality : 


Becauſe what he ſaid was no more his own 


private Opinion, than thoſe very plauſible eva- 


five Arguments the Bar uſes, are the Opinion 


of the warmeſt Pleader. And it 1s evident, 


this was not his Opinion of the Fact, becauſe 


he calls Chaſtity in this very Oration, vera illa 
& direfta Ratio, and allows this Act of his 
Client to be contrary to it, where he is endea- 
vouring to excuſe him. Every one knows, 
that vera Ratio is the Law of Nature, un the 
Stile of this Orator. Our marginal References 
have generally miſunderſtood this fine Writer ; His 


| Morality is ſtill clean, though the Talk of 


our Books upon it has been otherwiſe. 
Bur, after all, we muſt not go to Cicero for 
the Law of Nature. As he was uninſpired, he 


melt. 


was fallible, and open to Miſtakes in his Judge- 
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ment. Neither muſt we ſeek for it in the 
common Practice of the World; Men have 
been depraved a great while; but we muſt 


3 conſtituendum eſt Fus. 


Fir, Theſe are my Thoughts upon the Immo- 
| | calicy of Fornication. I beg a Place for them 
in your ſerious Reflections. If I have done any 
BY 1338 that deſerves your ſcholarly Animadver- 
ſions, I deſire to hear your ſtrong Reaſons. I 
have the Honour to be one of the leaſt of thoſe 
© Thouſands of Levi, whom you have treated very 
De in your Books: But 1 do aſſure you, I have 
30 5 no Enemy-like Reſentment : The warmeſt Paſ- 
; bon you give me, is the Deſire of your Conver- 
© fon to Truib, to Morality, to a Fare- 
| vel. | 


. ſearch for the Law of Nature, in the Natural 
VDecency and Fitneſs, in the unalterable Relations 
and Habitudes of Things, Non opinione ſed naturd 


J EPHTHAHs Vo. 


Judges XI. 30, 317. 1 


And Jephthah vowed a Vow unto the Lord, and 
ſaid, If thou ſhalt without fail deliver the Chil-W 
dren of Ammon into mine Hands : 

Then ſhall it be, that whatſoever cometh forth of mm 
Doors of my Houſe to meet me, when I return in 
Peace from the Children of Ammon, Hall ſurely 
be the Lords, and 1 will offer it up for a burnt 


Offering. 


HIS is 7ephithab's Vow. The 
Scripcure- Hiſtory of it has Difficul- 
ties; and therefore ancient and) 
modern Commentators are various 
in their Thoughts upon it. 

The the Author of Chriſtianity as olg 

as the Creation makes upon it, is s this, Pag. 96. 


6 "A Vow 


14 
A Vow made by ſuch an extraordinary Per- 
( © ſon, and upon ſuch an extraordinary Occaſion, 
looks as though ſomething extraordinary plea- 
( ſing to God was deſigned by that Vow.” This 
is the extraordinary Reflection, this extraordinary i 
= Writer has made upon the Scripture. an of | 
= this Affair. i 
It is his Opinion, (if he has one) that this ex- 1 
traordinary Perſon did really ſacrifice his own | 
Daughter upon this extraordinary Occaſion. 
Does he believe ſo ? One muſt imagine he does; 
for he is very ſanguine upon the Argument, la- 
bours hard upon the Proof, and calls Authorities, 
old and new, to his Aſſiſtance, to ſhake the Cre- 
V. dit of the Old Teſtament, and conſequently the 
= New, (tor theſe Holy Books are inſeparably con- 

— WH nected together, and mutually aid each other) 
as allowing and countenancing . barbarous Acts, 
ſacrificing their own Children, utterly inconſiſtent 


take, in this extraordinary Caſe, I will conſider, 
(1.) What may be the true Meaning of ſome 
difficult Paſſages in the Scripture-Hiſtory of this 
great Captain, the Miſunderſtanding of which 
has given riſe to various Speculations. | 
(2. ) When I have done this Service, I will ſet | 
out thoſe Arguments, upon whoſe Force I con- | 
clude, that this Vow could bring no Obligation 
upon 7ephthah to ſacrifice his BN and 
that the whole Obligation was diſcharged up- 
on his paying that Commutation the Law of 
Cl. appointed and allowed in * ſpecific 
aſe. 


| 4 F with the moral Perfections of God, with com- - 
7 4 mon Humanity and Nature. 
- To give this Writer a full Sight of his Miſ- - 

| 


E 


— — 
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| One Paſſage in the Scripture- Hiſtory | 
3} uy * of this great Man, is, the deep Sorrow 


„ expreſſed upon his Daughters coming 
to meet him. The Hiſtory of it is this: And 


Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his Houſe, and be. | 


hold his Da: ghter came out to meet him with Tim- 
b els and with Dances, and ſhe was his only Child — 
And it came to paſs when he ſaw her, that he rent 
his Clothes, and ſaid, Alas, my Daughter thou haſt 
brought me very low, and thou art one of them that 
trouble me : For I have opened my Mouth unto the 
Lord, and I cannot go back. The ſight of his only 
Child coming out of his own Houſe, to comple. 
ment him upon his Victory, in the cuſtomary E- 
vidences of Joy, enlivened upon his Thoughts the 
Vow he had made upon his marching out againſt 
Ammon, to offer up for a Burnt-offering whatſo- 
ever came fortn out of the Doors of his Houſe 
to meet him, when he returned in Peace from the 
Children of Ammon. 

The coming of his Danghter to meet him, 
gave him Sorrow in the middle of his Triumph : 
And this deep Sorrow was the natural working of 
the Bowels of an affectionate Father, under the 
ſtrong Apprehbenſion of his being obliged by his 
| Vow to ſacrifice his Child, his "only Child, the 
Joy of his Heart, and the Hope of his Family ; 
betore he could have time to recollect himſelf, 
and to underſtand the true Nature and Obliga- 
tion of his Vow. His Paſſio ns, his Pride, his 
whole Mind, was uche — the Glory of his 
Victory, by the Acclamations and Pageant of his 
Triumph : All about him was Hurry and Flut- 
ter: This was not a Time for cool Thoughts 
and Reflections; and it was now his only Daugh- 
ter met him. 


18 The 
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The Sorrow this great Captain expreſſed, was 
the extempore Effect of tender Affection, under 
violent Agitations; the rater of Nature, 
before he could call his Reaſon, his Friends, and 
the Law of his Country, to his Aſſiſtance. 
And ] eſteem the brave Readineſs his Daughter 
expreſſed, to undergo every Thing her Father's 
Vow required, and to dye if it was neceſſary, the 
ſtrong atieEtionatse Words of a moſt dutiful 
Child, under great Concern for the Agonies of 
her Father, in the Day of his Glory. The Paſ- 
ſions, the Expreſſions are natural, what could 
not be avoided, as the Scene of their Meeting o- 
pened, as human Nature is made. The Daugh- 
ter of our great Man being ſenſible, that the 
Concern her Father had upon him, was on her 
Account, addreſſes his Grief, ſpeaks to his Paſ- 
fion in theſe brave Words, My Father, if thou 
 baſt opened thy Meuth unto the Lord, do with me 
according to what hath proceeded out of thy Mouth; 
foraſmuch as the Lord hath taken Vengeance for theg 
of thine Enemies, even of the Children of Amman. 
This Addreſs diſplays in a lively manner, the Af- 
fection, the Duty, and Greatneſs of her Mind. 
All this was tranſacted in the hurry of the Tri- 
umph, in that Surprize the Father and Daughter 
had upon them, before they had time to think 
upon the Caſe, and to call in proper Aids. 
Another Paſſage in the Scripture-Hiſtory of 
this Affair, is, where it is ſaid, He did 
with her according to bis Vow which he had 40. 39. 
vowed. - And, that the Daughters of _ 
Iſrael went yearly four Days in à Tear, to lament 
the Daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite. This Ex- 
| preſſion where a Difficulty lies, He did with her 
according to his Vow, does not prove, That he 
offered up his Daughter for a Burnt- offering; 
. | But 


[22] 


but that he paid the Thirty Shekels, the Commu- 


tation the Law of the Countrey had appointed, 


and required in the Caſe of this ſingular Vow (4), 
upon her return from her Devotions in the 
Mountains,” whither ſhe had retreated upon the 
Conſternation of her Father, before the Matter 


was ſettled. Every one performs his Vow, when 


he ſatisfies the Law, and does what the ſupreme 
Legiſlator, to whom the Vow is made, requires 
in the ſpecific Caſe. As this Vow was directed 


to God, God is the ſole Judge of the Obligati- 


on, and has a Right to diſcharge it as he pleaſes. 
And as God did diſcharge the Obligation of all 


Vows of this ſingular Nature, which were made 


to him upon the Payment of Thirty Shekels 
( which is three Pounds fifteen Shillings of our 
Money,) it cannot be doubted, but that our 
great Man paid this legal Commutation, and fo 
diſcharged the Obligation of his Vow ; And did 
unto his Daughter according to his Vow ; he did 
really ſo, when he paid for her the legal Com- 
mutation. | 
And theſe Words, The Daughters of Iſrael went 
Year by Year to lament the Daughter of Jephthah, 
four times a Year, only denote, That it was the 
Cuſtom of the Daughters of Iſrael 70 YVijit that 
young Lady four times in every Year, to comple- 
ment her upon the Victory of her Father, and 
thoſe Services he had done his Country ; and up- 
on theſe high Expreſſions of Duty ſhe uſed to 
ſoften his Concern, even by conſenting to be ſa- 


crificed, if the Vow of her Father required it, if. 


that would give him Eaſe, 


(4) Lev. xxvii, 1, 2. 


Learned 
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Learned Men tell us, that this Place may be ſo 

tranſlated, The Daughters of Iſrael went up to walk 
with her, ( This Tranſlation has no Difficulty ) 
to addreſs that brave young Woman, upon thoſe 
Services her Father had done his Country; to 
commemorate his Victory, and to applaud the 
Greatneſs of her Mind, in offering to dye to 
make him eaſy, to give quiet to the Thoughts of 
the common Father of their Countrey under his 
Vow, when it lay heavy upon him, before he un- 
derſtood the true Nature of the Obligation. 
All Nations have made publick Complements, 
upon fixt Times, to the Family of thoſe great 
Perſons, who have delivered them in their Days 
of Diſtreſs: And this Cuſtom of complementing 
the Daughter of our great Man, which the Scrip- 
ture-Hiſtory mentions, was no more than what 
other Nations have done upon ſuch remarkable 
Occaſions. The Services of her Father deſer ved 
it; and ſhe deſerved it for his ſake, and for her 
own : She was an excellent young Lady, ſhe 
loved her Father, ſhe loved her Country, more 
than Life, than her own dear Life. 

We have another Difficulty in theſe 
Words, where it is ſaid, ſhe asked leave ver. 37: 
of her Father, 7o go into the Mountains for | 
two Months to bevail her Virginity, Theſe Words 
were ſpoke when ſhe was under an unſpeakable 
Concern, for the Sorrow her Father had upon 
him in the Day of his Glory ; when He and She 
miſunderſtood the Obligation of his Vo]; when 
the expected to be ſacrificed ; before ſhe had 
time to recollect herſelf, and to call in proper 
ASvice.: . | 

 AsT think ; 1% bewail ber Virginity, may denote, . 
the Concern ſhe then had upon her, becauſe ſhe 
had not been married, had not raiſed up Grand- 
children 


rat 


children to her Father; who, upon the Execu- 


tion of his Vow to ſacrifice her, his only Child, m 
would have no Body in his Houſe, to ſucceed 2 
him in his new Honour and Eſtate; the whole la 
Family becoming extinct in her Death. th 

All the Fews had an uncommon Value for con- ry 

tinuing their Families. The Law of the Coun- C 

try made ſpecial Proviſion to perpetuate the Suc- ; 

ceſſion. Marriage was honourable in Fudza ; * 

and it was reckoned a Reproach, not to be a MO. of 

ther in Hrael, not to raiſe up Children unto Abra- ſa 

ham. Theſe' Reflections gave Uneaſineſs to this 4 

ie 


young Woman: She bewailed her Virginity, be- 
cauſe the Family would end in her Death, which, ip 
as ſhe thought, when ſhe ſaid theſe Words, | 
would be, when the two Months were expired, 
the Time of her Reprieve. She did not then un- 
derſtand the Obligation of her Father's Vow. _ 
Some Chriſtian ' Commentators have been of 
Opinion, That this Vow obliged Jephtbab to 
make his Daughter a Recluſe, and to ſhut her up' 
from the Converſation of Men. Some of hols 
good Men were paſſionately fond of Cælibacy; 
ſingle Life was their Favourite; but I do not 
_ know that the Jes had any value for it, or 
thought well of it: Nor what Reafons they had 
to be ſo immoderate in their Praiſes of it. But 
this I know very well, That an active Life, in 
looking after a Family, and in educating Chil- 
dren in the Fear of God, is of more value than 
all the devotional Performances of ſuch idle Re- 
tirements. To do good to one another, accord= 
ing to thoſe Relations we have to Civil Society, 
is the chief Buſineſs of Man in this World. Hu- 
man Nature is in its greateſt Glory, when we go 
about doing good. 8 


One 


25 
One would think theſe Obſervations I have 
made, upon the difficult Paſſages of the Scrip- 
ture-Hiſtory of our great Man, which have Re- 
lation to his Vow, may be ſufficient to clear up 
the whole Matter, and to ſatisfy any fair Inqui- 
ry, that here is no Proof that he ſacrificed his 
Child. | 
2. My Buſineſs now is, To ſet forth thoſe E- 
vidences upon which I conclude, that this Vow 
of Fephthah brought no Obligation upon him to 
ſacrifice his Daughter; and that the Obligation 
was diſcharged, upon his paying That Commuta- 
tion Moſes had appointed and required in this 
ſpecific Caſe. | | 
It is evident in the Nature of the Thing, that 
we muſt conſtrue this Vow under Reftriftions ; 
not as abſolutely obliging Zephthah to offer up 
for a Burnt-offering unto the Lord, Whatſoever 
(or Whoſoever) came forth out of the Doors of his 
Houſe to meet bim; but only as obliging him, to 
offer up what came out to meet him, if it was 
proper to be offered, and was not forbidden by 
the Law of the Country. This Vow could no 
more oblige him to offer up his Daughter, than 
to offer an unclean Beaſt, which the Levitical 
Ritual had forbid, if this Beaſt had met him; 
as the Law had as politively and clearly forbid 
the Offering Human Sacrifices, as the offering of 
Dogs and Hogs, Sc. (3). | - 
It was uſual with the Gentiles to offer Human 
Sacrifices upon extraordinary Occaſions, To burn 
in the Fire their Sons and Daughters to their Gods. 
In oppoſition to this barbarous unnatnral Cuſ- 
tom, Moſes commands the Fews, not to do fo un- 
to the Lord their God. The Prohibition is abſo- 


(a) Deut. xii, Jt. | | 
| YEN D - 


— 


Report by Faith, ſhould ſacrifice his Daughter, 


Country, who had the ordering of all the Sacri- 


Female, then thy Eſtimation ſhall be Thirty Shekels, 


made no Proviſion in this Caſe, it is evident, that 


FL. 
lute and clear. It is not to be ſuppofed, that our 
great and good Jepbibab, who had obtained à good 


in Contradiction to the Law of the Country, 
which forbad it : An unnatural Sin, contrary to 
the Yernings of his own Bowels, contrary to the | 
Will of his God. | 


Neither can we ſuppoſe, that the Prieſts of the 
fices, and were expreſsly directed by the Levili- 
cal Ritual how to Condutt themſelves in this 
Matter, ſhould conſent to ſo vile an Act, ſo con- 
trary to the Rubric of the Law, which expreſsly 
prohibited Human Sacrifices, and appointed and 
required a Pecuniary Commuration in the Caſe 
of theſe ſingular Vows. The Law is, (b ) hen 
a Man ſhall make a ſingular Vow, the Perſons ſhall 
be for the Lord by thy Eſtimation. If it be a | 


(i. e. Three Pounds fifteen Shillings.) In ſome | 
Caſes the Eſtimation was left to the Judgement 
of the Prieſt, who was upon Duty: But in the 
Caſe of our great Man, the Eſtimation was ſet- 
tled by the Law; the Payment of the Eſtima- 
tion ſatisfied the Law, and diſcharged the Vow. 

Now, provided the Law had been filent, had 


a Vow to offer to God Human Sacrifice, could 
have laid no Obligation upon Jephibab, to ſacri- 
fice his Daughter; becauſe the Subject Matter of 
the Vow was unrighteous, and the Unrighteouſ- 
neſs of the Matter of the Vow, makes the Vow 
a Nullity, and diſcharges the Obligation. 

When the Author of Chriſtianity as old as the 
Creation, has ſeriouſly conſidered theſe Remarks 


(5 Levit. xxvii. 2, 4. 8 
: I have 


hands, wap — gn. oy — hoanf 


na of 
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I have made upon Jepbthab's Lou, one would 
think he may have ſufficient Reaſon to retract his 
his own Ways of thinking: He is paſſionately 
fond of his little Self; Reaſon has no hopes of 


working *upoh Tuch Prejudice, © upon ſuch Opi- 


matre. | 

But I deſire him to conſider well, thoſe rati- 
onal Solutions I have given of thoſe Paſſages in 
the Scripture-Hiſtory of Jephibab, which have 
Difficulties; and thoſe Arguments upon whoſe 
Force I have concluded, that this great Man did 
not ſacrifice his Daughter. 

Becauſe the Law of the Country, which was 


God's Law, did expreſsly and poſitively forbid 


Human Sacrifices. 
Becauſe the Law of the Country had appoint- 
ed a Pecuniary Commutation in that ſpecific 


Caſe... 


Becauſe the Levitical Ritual directed the Prieſts 
of the Country, who had the ordering of all Sa- 
crifices by the Conſtitution of that Government, 
not to offer Human Sacrifices; and to require 
and accept in the Caſe of ſingular Vows a Com- 


mutation. | 


Becauſe the Unrighteouſneſs of a Vow to offer 


Human Sacrifices, makes the Vow a Nullity, as 


to the Fact, and diſcharged the Obligation to per- 
form the unrighteous Thing. 3 
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Trael's Borrowing Jewels of 
Silver of Egypt. 


Exodus XXII. 35, 36. 


And the Children of Iſrael did according to the Word 
of Moſes, and they borrowed of the Egyptians 
Jewels of Silver, and Jewels of Gold, and Rai- 
ment. | | 

And the Lord gave the People Favour in the Sight 
of the Egyptians, ſo that they lent unto them fuch 
things as they required: And they ſpoiled the E- 
gyptians. 


ls is one of thoſe Paſſages of the 
0% 7:/ament, which are cited by the 
Author of Chriſtianity as old as the 
Creation, to give Teſtimony againſt 

the Divine Authority of that Book. 


2. 349. Order of this Na- 
pag. 263. 349. He thinks an Order o 4 


[29]. 


ture inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodnef , tt ho nun ov es 


The Difficulty. I apprehend” in this part of 
Scripture, is, to reconcile the Order Moſes gave 
Ijraet, to borrow of Egypt Jewels of Silver and 
Gold, and to ſpoil them, vith the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of God ; and with common Honeſty, 
which obliges every one to reſtore faithfully to 
his Neighbour, what he borrowed of him, ac- 
cording to the plain Intendment of the Loan. _ 

To make this Difficulty eaſy, which appears 


in the natural Face of the Text, it will be pro- 


per to conſider, the ſupreme abſolute Dominion 
of God, who gave this Order to 1/rae! by Moſes ; 
and whether this ſpecial Act of rael, who, in 
the Execution of this Order, ſpoiled Egypt of 
thoſe Jewels he borrowed of him, was a Breach 
of Truſt ; as he borrowed, received, and poſ- 
ſeſſed the Jewels, by a direct Warrant ſrom God, 
the ſupreme Monarch of all the World. 

We muſt conſider the abſolute Power aud Do- 
minion of God. The Kingdom of God is all the 
World ; and his Power is Almighty. Almighty 
Power can do every thing which 1s poſſible to 


be done, and every thing 1s poſſible to be done, 


which is not impoſſible in its own Nature, or a 
Contradict ion to the unalterable Habitudes of his 


all- perfect Mind. 


God, who is the Almighty, cannot do Impoſ⸗- 
fibilities : Becauſe Impoſſibility is not the Object 


of Power, but a Contradiction to Power. And 


God cannot deny himſelf, and will not commit Ini- 


_ quity : The Reaſon of it is, becauſe it is Weak- 


neſs and Imperfection to Sin; and to be worſe 
than our Word, proceeds from a want of Power, 
or from a want of Will to do what is reaſonable, 


and fit te be done. This Weakneſs, this Im- 


perfection 


„ FT 
perfection cannot be in God, who is always the 
ſame uniform Reaſon, doing, by the eternal Rec- 
titude of his Will, what is fit and proper for a 
reaſonable Being to do. F 

And as God Almighty will do no Injury to 
any one, nor order any of his Servants to do an 
Injury to another; For what God does by his 
Servants, acting by his Commiſſion, he does him- 
ſelf, when his Commiſſion is the Spring and 
Movement of the Action: No Order to do 
Isnjuſtice to, or to break our Word with our Fel- 
low- Creatures, can poſſibly come from God; 
becauſe this Order muſt come from Weakneſs 
and Imperfection, which are not in God. Hence 
we may conclude, That there could be no In- 
Juſtice in the Order Moſes gave Iſrael, to borrow 
Jewels of Egypt, and to ſpoil them, becauſe this 
was. God's Order, who can do no Injury, who 
will do no Injuſtice ro any of his Servants. 

It will farther appear, That there was no In- 
_ Juſtice in this Order, when we have conſidered 
God Almighty as the abſolute Lord, and Su- 
preme Proprietor of the Univerſe, and of all 
Things which are in it; and all Potentates, and 
their Subjects, as his Servants, having their All 
from him, accountable to him for what they do, 
and depending upon the good Pleaſure of his 
Will : So conſequently a plain and poſitive Or- 
der from God, to transfer the Properties of E- 
gypt to Iſrael, cannot poſſibly have any Injuſtice 
in it; becauſe Egypt was Tenant at Will, who 
held his All under God, and was accountable to 
him for the Execution of the Truſt? he had lodg- 
ed in his Hands. In this Order, God, the Su- 
preme and abſolute Lord of the whole World, 
and of all Things which are in it, did only re- 
ſume his own Original Right, and take the Truft 
h 6, out 


out of the Hands of E 57 for its ill Manage- 
ment, and transfer it to 1/rae! f n 
Although legal and quiet Poſſeſſion, gives a 
Man a Title to enjoy the Things of this World 
he has, without being moleſted and diſturbed by 

his Fellow-Servants; and the very Endeavour to 
invade his Property will be Injuſtice, when it 

comes from incompetent Authority, which has no 
ſuperiour Right in his Poſſeſſions: The Right 
and Title which legal Poſſeſſion operates, does 
not quaſh or exclude the ſuperiour and prior Ti- 
tle of God; who by virtue of his abſolute, pa- 
ramount, and univerſal Dominion, can alter Pro- 
perty, and transfer his Truſt from one to ano- 
ther, according to the good Pleaſure of his Will; 
as he manifeſtly did in the famous Caſe, which is 
now upon my Thoughts. 7 IS 
And now, as God, the- Supreme Lord of all, 
will do uniformly what is right, and fit for a Su- 


= 


rael. _ 


preme Governour to do, and will never treat 


any of his Subjects arbitrarily, or injuriouſly ; a 
{crious and proper Contemplation upon the Or- 
der 1/rael had from him, will ſatisfy us, That 
this Order was given, and that this extraordinary 


Transfer was made upon wiſe and good Reaſons; 


Was done in Juſtice and Equity altogether. 5 
As will evidently appear, in the flagrant Wick- 
edneſs and Obſtinacy of Egypt; and in thoſe re- 


peated heavy Injuries he had done J/ael, in lay- 


ing vaſt Burthens upon him, very grievous to be 
born (4). Egypt was exceedingly wicked, was 
ſunk into the Dregs of Idolatry, Superſtition, and 


Immorality : Pharaoh, and his Minifters of State, 
had ſtood out againſt thoſe awakening Miracles 
| Moſes worked to prove the Divine Power of his 


(a) Exod. iii. 9. 3 
; Commiſſion, 


* 
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Commiſſion, and had obſtinately rejected his Mes 
morials. When we have added to theſe Sins their 
arbitrary Oppreſſions of an innocent People, no 
Argument can be required, to prove the extra- 
ordinary Transfer of the Property of the Jewels 
of Egypt to Iſrael, to have been a righteous Act 
of Supreme Government, doing Juſtice to an in- 
nocent People, and afferting his paramount Do- 
minion in that Reparation he obliged Egypt, 
proud Egypt, to give his Jſrael, for the Wrongs, 
for the Injuries, he had done him. 

And, as it was the Intention of God, That 
Ifrael ſhould leave that wicked idolatrous Coun- 
try, and make long and tedious Marches in a - 
moſt uncomfortable Wilderneſs, before he ſettled 
them in Canaan ; he obliged Egypt to make Re- 
ftitution to his injured Servants, in Jewels of Sil- 
ver, as things very portable and valuable, and 
proper for Carriage in long Marches. Whereas, 
a Reparation made in Houſes, Land, or Lum- 
ber, could have done them no Service, as Iſrael 
was then under poſitive Orders to leave the Coun- 
try ; and Lumber muſt have been troubleſome 
to them in their Encampments and Marches : 
But Jewels of Silver and Jewels of Gold are rich 
and portable Commodities, not troubleſome in 
Weight, nor cumberſome in their Bulk. | 

I cannot take my Thoughts off this Reſtituti- 
on, before I have made an Obſervation upon the 
Wiſdom and Equity of it. As the Oppreſſion of 
Jfrael came from the Court, from the Great and 
Wealthy of Egypt, (as all Oppreſſions and pub- 
lick Injuries come from the Abuſe of Power) 
God Almighty, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
all Lords, obliged thoſe by his Sovereign Power 
to make the Reſtitution, who had done the In- 


jury. For Jewels, in which Egypt made the Re- 
| ſtitution, 


n 

ſtitution, are uſually the Ornaments, the 
Properties and Poſſeſſions of the Great and 
Wealthy, of Characters of the firſt Diſtinction: 
Low Life has no Concern in ſuch things. As 
Pharaoh, and his Miniſters, who had injured 
and oppreſſed innocent 1frael, were obliged to 
make the Reſtitution, it is evident this was a 
moſt righteous, a moſt juſt, Act of ſupreme 
Dominion, that only puniſhed the principal Of- 
fenders; and let the innocent go free : Low Life 
is rarely concerned in publick Injuries and De- 
Predations. — 4 | 
What is further worthy of our Conſidera- 
tion in this Caſe, is, That God Almighty acted 
here as the King of the Jews. The whole 
Scene was managed in the Manner ſovereign 
Princes take with one another. Egypt had ſorely 
injured and oppreſſed 1/razl, the peculiar People 
of God; and therefore God, the King of 


 Tfrael, (as was, and is uſual with ſovereign Po- 


tentates in ſuch Circumſtances ) ſent Moſes his 
Ambaſſador to the Court of Zoan, to require 
of Pharaoh and his wicked Miniſters a Redreſs 
of thoſe  publick Injuries they had done his 
own Subjects, and to demand a Reſtitution, 


according to the Law of Nations, in a pacifick 


Way: And when Pharas/, and his Miniſters, 
had obſtinately rejected the ſtrong Memorials 
and Repreſentations of Moſes, (Miniſters of 
State have ſeldom been willing to redreſs pub- 
lick Injuries, or to hearken to any pacifick 
Meaſures. of Accommodation, which tend to 
leſſen their Power and Wealth) God Almighty 
gave to Jrael Letters of Repriſal, to do them- 
ſelves Juſtice, for the Injuries they had ſuffered; 
and ſo mightily terrified the Court and the 
whole Kingdom by the Ou amazing on 

| that 
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that Pharaoh and his Miniſters at laſt granted 
all Moſes had asked; and gave Iſrael Leave to 
go out of the Dominions of Egypt, and to ſeek 
a new Habitation. It was now that 1/rael, by 
virtue of the Letters of Reprizal Moſes had given 
him ( for ſo I call the Order he had to borrow 
Jewels of Egypt, and to ſpoil the Egyptians, ) 
borrowed of the Egyptians Fewels of Silver, and 
Jewels of Gold, and Raiment. It was now the 
Lord gave his People favour in the Sight of the 
Egyptians, by the Signs he had ſbewed among 
them, by the Wonders he had done iu the Land of 
Ham: So that Egypt lent him ſuch things as 
he asked, and it was now Jae ſpoiled Egypt. 

There is no Injury done, when the Subjects 
of a ſovereign Prince do themſelves Juſtice by 

Letters of Repriſal, which are granted, by law- 
ful Authority, on the Subjects of another Prince, 
who have injured them openly ; when pacifick 
Memorials and Repreſentations have been offered 
by proper Officers, and have been rejected and 
diſmiſſed without Satisfaction. 

One would think, a ſerious Examination of 
theſe Obſervations I have made upon this Paſ- 
ſage, may ſufficiently clear up the Difficulty 
which ſome apprehend in this part of Scripture, 
and make the Senſe of it eaſy to the Author 

of the Book called Chriſtianity as old as 
page 263, Ibe Creation; who ſneeringly tells us, 
349. That a Command to lend, hoping 
for nothing again; and a Command 
„ to borrow, without repaying any thing, 
« ſeem to be different Commands”, His ma- 
nifeſt Deſign is, To make the Contradiction he 
apprehends in theſe two Commands, an Ar- 
gument againſt the Divine Authority of the 
holy Books; as Contradictions in Morality can- 

„ 4 N not 


1251] 
not come from God. Ir is the ungenerous Way 
of this Man to ſearch the Holy Scriptures for 

Difficulties, and then to turn theſe into an 
Argument againſt the Divine Authority of the 
Revelation, without conſidering what has been 
ſaid, or may be ſaid, to make all eaſy. 45 

It muſt be owned, that the Engliſbo Tranſla- 
tion is harſh and unnatural ; That Jerels of 
Silver, and Jewels of Gold, are ſuch things as 
never were in the World ; and, that to bor- 
row, and not to pay again, and to go off with 
borrowed Goods, and never to return them to 
the Owners, are Actions harſh in their Sound, 
unrighteous in the Execution altogether, when 
not done by proper Authority, which Jae! 
had for what he did to Egypt, as has been 
proved. : — 

But there is a Tranſlation of this Text, 
which is a very good one, and ſtands clear of 
theſe Difficulties. It runs thus: The Children 
of Iſrael did according to the Command of Moles ; 
And they demanded of the Egyptians Veſſels of 
Silver, and Veſſels of Gold, and Raiment: And 
God gave them favour with Egypt, /o that it 
gave them what they asked; and they ſpoiled the 
Egyptians. Petierant, enim ab Egyptiis inſtru- 
menta (a) argentea, & inſtrumenta aurea a- 
deo ut dederint iis petentibus. This Tranſlation 
ſtands upon the Learning and Credit of Funius, 
one who was knowing in the Origina!; and has 
not thoſe Difficulties our Man apprehends. 
Here is no borrowing and not paying again: 
All is a Free-Gift of the Proprietors, upon a 
plain and open Demand. The Fſalmiſt ſpeak- 


(a) Heb, 195 yaſa, Inſtrumenta, — | 
E 2 ing 
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ing of this Tranſaction, ſaith of it, God 
— gy brought them forth with Silver aud Gold, 
7 (Not with Fewels.) 
To this Demand and Free-Gift, the Death of 
the Firſt-born greatly contributed. The whole 
Scene of the Miracles Moſes worked in ibe 
Field of Zoan, was deſigned, and contrived, to 
prove the Divine Authority of his Commiſſion, 
and to prevail upon Pharaoh and his Miniſters 
to let Jrael go. All this was done, to give 
them Favour in the Sight of the Egyptians, that 
they might give them what they asked: But, 
the Death of the Firſt- born in every Family of 
the Kingdom, raiſed an univerſal Conſternation 
and Sorrow; and made that proud Court and 
Nation, willing to let {rae! go, and to give 
them All they asked. - 
Egypt, who had been awakened by this ama- 
Zing Scene of Miracles, obſerved a Gradation in 
the Operations; every Work exceeding the for- 
mer in its Weight: How the Death of its 
Firſt-born out-did all that went before it, in the 
Terrour of the Execution, in the Conſternation 
and Sorrow it left upon the whole Country, 
(For there was a great Cry in Egypt, becauſe 
there was not a Houſe where there was not one 
dead) ſuch as there was none like it; And they 
ſaid we be all dead Men (b). They were now ap- 
prehenſive, that the Deſolation of the whole 
Country, and the Death of every one in it, 
would follow this Shock, if they did not comply 
with Moſes, Under this Confternation, under 
theſe Apprehenſions, we may reaſonably ſup- 
pole Pharaoh and his Miniſters, ready, very 
ready, to give //rael all he asked, to ſtop the 


(6) Excd. xii, 30, 31. 


Execue 
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Execution of farther Judgements, and to fave 
their own Lives, which now were in great Dan- 
ger. Men are naturally fond of Life, and 
willing to purchaſe it at any rate. : 

Jj-ael wiſely improved this Conſternation to its 
own Advantage; /azl, who before was a Pe- 
titioner at the Court of Zoan for the Royal Paſs, 
now ſtands upon Terms with the Court, and 
demands their Plate in Satisfaction for the Inju- 
ries it had done them, as a Ranſom for their 
own Lives, as Junius obſerves, and would not 
go, would not be thruſt out of the Country 
without it. | 

The Conſternation and Mourning that was 


given Egypt was univerſal : There was not a 


Houſe where there was not one dead. In this Caſe, 
there was no room for one Friend. to comfort 
another by compaſſionate Arguments, and with 
friendly Conferences. Every one was now un- 
der Affliction, condoling his own near Loſs, and 
had enough to do to alleviate his own Paſſion : 
So it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, a Court, a Mi- 
niſtry, a whole Nation in this ſad Condition, 
ready and willing to give {/ael all he asked, 
their Plate, their Jewels : Valuable Things ! 
very dear Vanities! but not ſo dear, not ſo pre- 
cious as Life. | | | | | 

Hence it was, that Pharaoh called for Moſes 
by Night, and ſaid, Riſe and be gone (c), (words 
expreſſive of his Conſternation) And, that the 
Egyptians were urgent upon the People, (1.e. upon 
Ifrael, for whoſe ſake they had ſuffered ſo much) 
that they might ſend them out of the Land in baſte 3 
And were glad when they departed, for the Fear 
of them bad fallen 4fon them, 


0) Ver; 31, 33: Pſalm cy. 37, 38. 
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When theſe Things have been fairly conſide- 
red, one would think there can be no room to 


| complain of Difficulties. The Plate Egypt gave 


Tfrael was a Free-Gift, and the Donee is under 


no Obligation to return ii. 
Before I diſmiſs this part of Scripture, it will 
be proper to obſerve, That this is a very extra- 


ordinary Cafe, and cannot be made a Precedens Mi 
for Imitation. 3 


The Order J/rael had from God 
is upon Record, to borrow Plate of Egypt, and 
to ſpoil him. As this was God's Order, 1/-ae! 
cold do no Injuſtice in what he did, iri purſuance 
of the Powers of his Order. But it does not 
hence follow, that the notorious Wickedneſs of 
Nations, and People, does give a Right to any 
other Nations to invade their Poſſeſſions, upon 
the Pretence of their flagrant Wickedneſs, with- 
out a ſpecial Warrant from God, (as {/rae] had.) 
It is not Virtue and Goodneſs that operates civil 
Property, but Poſſeſſion: And no Power on 
Earth hath a Right to deſtroy Poſſeſſion, with- 
our the free Conſent of the Poſſeſſor. In ſome 
Caſes, the Law of the State has a Right of A- 
lienation, without the actual Conſent of the 
Poſſeſſor: But this is only when the Poſſeſſor 
has forfeited his Right to the Laws, and the 
Welfare of the Community requires it: And the 


Law of the State is the Law of God, when it is | 


appointed by lawful Authority, and commands a 
lawful thing: And every Subject is obliged for 
Conſcience fake to ſubmit to theſe Ordinances of 
Men, 
My other Obſervation is, That God Almighty, 
by bringing Iſrael forth out of Egypt, with Silver 
and Gold, remembred his Holy Promiſe, and Abra- 
ham bis Servant, when he ſaid unto him, Unio 
25% Seed will I give this Land; And jhe 2 | 
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whom they ſerve, will I judge, and bring them out 


with great Subſtance (d); pointing to their being 


in Egypt, and to the Manner of their Deliverance. 

Thus God Almighty, by a Scene of wondrous | 
Events, proſecuted the Deſigns of his Provi- 
dence, and worked up an amazing Completion of 
his Promiſe to Abraham, of judging Egypt for 
oppreſſing his Poſterity, and of bringing them 


forth with great Subſtance out of Slavery, with 


Silver and Gold, 
(4) Pfal. cv. 37. Gen. xv. 1 
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